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Talking
Language development happens best in a 
language-rich environment where parents talk 
to children frequently using a wide vocabulary. 
Talking about many different events, ideas, 
and stories helps them develop. This kind of 
rich talk, the words used when telling a story 
or talking about something that happened or 
will happen later, is different than everyday 
instructions. Children learn by listening and 
joining in conversations. Very young children 
can understand words long before they can 
speak–so talk to them and be amazed at how 
they respond!
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1,000 Books 
Before Kindergarten

Children who are read to often and are frequently exposed to other literacy experiences such as singing, rhyming, and yes, even talking, have 
an edge when it comes to being ready to learn to read when they enter school. Research shows that engaging in early literacy activities at 
home helps prevent reading difficulties later in school and promotes positive attitudes toward reading. Most importantly, reading together 
is fun! 

We invite you to help your children develop the important pre-reading skills that provide a solid reading foundation–a key to school and 
learning success–by participating in the 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten challenge. 1,000 Books, you say? It sounds like a lot, but if you 
share one picture book each day with your child, by the end of the year you will have read 365 books, and over 1,000 books in less than 
three years. Read two to three books each day and you can reach the 1,000 book goal in just one year. 

How does it work? 
1. Read together! 

2. Color or check off an acorn for each book you read. If you read a book more than once, you can record it each 
time. Books read at library story time, at daycare, or by others to your child also count! 

3. When you finish 100 books, bring your sheet to the library and have it stamped “Completed.” Collect your 
next sheet. You can also print out the next sheet from our website, pwcva.gov/library. 

4. Repeat steps 1–3 at each level. 

5. Earn special rewards along the way! 

6. After finishing 1,000 books, your child will: 

 Receive a book and a certificate 
 Have their name placed on our Wall of Fame 
 Get an awesome jumpstart on success in school
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