
Upcoming Events 

 

Sep 22 - Oct 1 - 2023 State 

Fair of Virginia 

Sep 23 - VA 4-H Shotgun 

Championship 

Sep 26 - PWC Board of 

Supervisors 

Proclamation 

Sep 30 - PW 4-H Open House 

Oct 1 - Happy New 4-H Year! 

Oct 4-15 TSC Paper Clover 

Oct 7 - Market Day #5 

Oct 14 - Cloverbud Club 

Oct 17 - New Project Leaders’ 

Training 

Oct 19 - PW 4-H Teen Club - 

Leadership 

Oct 25 - Returning Project 

Leader Professional 

Development 

Nov 13 - Youth Officer 

Training 

Nov 24-28 - National 4-H 

Congress 
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Click to Visit 

September 20, 2023 

Our Clubs, Our Community  

Prince William 4-H Clubs & Activities Open House 

Prince William 4-H 

We’re counting down the days to an exciting event! Be sure to sign up to 

join in the fun. We need both youth and adult volunteers - there are 

LOTS of opportunities to participate. Prince William 4-H has invited local 

schools through their counseling offices to spread the word about 4-H and 

our event. Please invite your friends, family, and neighbors to attend and 

learn all that Prince William 4-H has to offer!  

 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS & CLUB TABLES 

Click here for the Signup! 
We’re expecting an exciting turnout and need your help sharing your 4-H Story! 

Clubs are invited to setup a table to promote their club. Setup begins at 9:30 at the 

4-H parking lot and McCoy Conference Room. 

 

TEEN VOLUNTEERS & SHARE THE FUN DEMO 

Click here for the Teen Signup! 
All teens are asked to sign up for a minimum of 1 hour of volunteer 

time. Please sign up to promote an activity that is meaningful to you. Be 

sure to save some time to explore programs that you’re interested in, 

too!  Volunteer spots include these and more: 

SPECIAL GUESTS 
Erika Bonnet is a State Extension Specialist-4-H Program Development and the 4-H 

NE District state liaison. She is looking forward to attending the Open House and 

seeing in person all the great things happening in Prince William.  The National 4-H 

Council in Washington DC is also excited to see how Prince William is kicking off 

National 4-H week and hope to send an office representative as well. This is a 

great opportunity to add to your civic engagement experiences in 4-H.  Our Prince 

William 4-H Young Entrepreneurs have been invited to showcase their businesses, 

products, and learning experiences, too. 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITY TUESDAY! 
Let’s flood the room with green! The Prince William Board of Supervisors will be  

proclaiming National 4-H Week at their meeting on SEPTEMBER 26TH AT 7:30 PM 

(6:30 arrival for reception). Wear 4-H green and come out to show your support of Prince 

William 4-H. McCoart Administration Bldg.,1 County Complex Ct. Prince William 

• Setup Crew 

• Camp Songs Sing-Along 

• Drama, Music, Dance 

Performance 

• Animal Education 

• Popcorn Concessions 

• Food Challenge 

• 4-H Ambassadors 

• 4-H All Stars 

• 4-H Congress 

• Club Tables 

• Cleanup Crew 

https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/4-h-youth-education-program
https://www.facebook.com/PWC4H/
https://www.instagram.com/pwc4h/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4DAAAF29A4FF2-4hopen#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4DAAAF29A4FF2-44406460-4hopen


VA 4-H STATE CHAMPIONSHIP  

HORSE & PONY SHOW 
Lexington, VA     |     September 7-10, 2023 

Congratulations Prince William 4-H’ers! 



 CLICK HERE TO VIEW RESULTS AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE.  

https://www.va4hhorse.org/results/2023


Who Should Apply: 4-H Youth ages 15 (by Jan 1, 2024) to 19 

Click here for more information on the Virginia 4-H All Stars Website.  

Applications are due by October 1st. Please submit to MaryBeth Lerch.  

 

Applications for Virginia 4-H All Stars are due to the Prince William 4-H Office by October 1st. As 

you prepare your application, please save an electronic copy and printed copy for future reference.  

Click here for the Youth Nomination Application. 

Click here for the Adult Nomination Application.  

Click here for the Nomination Application User’s Guide. 

Virginia 4-H All Stars Applications Due to PW 4-H! 
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https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/all-stars.html
mailto:mblerch@vt.edu?subject=Virginia%204-H%20All%20Stars%20Application
https://ext.vt.edu/content/dam/ext_vt_edu/topics/4h-youth/all-stars/files/20%20Virginia%204-H%20All%20Star%20Nomination%20Form.docx
https://ext.vt.edu/content/dam/ext_vt_edu/topics/4h-youth/all-stars/files/AllStarAdult%20NominationForm2020.pdf
https://ext.vt.edu/content/dam/ext_vt_edu/topics/4h-youth/all-stars/files/17Virginia4-HAllStarApplicationguide.pdf


Who Should Submit a 4-H Portfolio: All Prince William 4-H Members are encouraged to submit 

a portfolio each year. 4-H Portfolios are a record of the life achievement of a 4-H’er. This creative 

expression documents your activities and achievements. Portfolios are scored against a rubric to 

encourage growth in activities, organization, and life skills over your years in 4-H.  4-H Portfolios 

should be dropped off at Prince William 4-H by October 1st each year.  

 

Click here for links to download age appropriate project record sheets, portfolio instructions and 

more.  

4-H Portfolios Due to PW 4-H! 
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https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/pwc-4-h-document-center


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBmk_ErZ3fCzpV9FuQievI8OQTSiont__cVwf6ElAtvP5PVA/viewform?usp=sf_link


WILLIAM 

PRINCE 

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 

Saturday 

October 7th 

Manassas Farmer’s Market 

9024 Prince William St. 

Manassas, VA 

8 am - 1 pm 

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its 
programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, 
race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.  

Stop by and see our Young Entrepreneurs at their final market day! Prince William  

4-H’ers Ayden, Lexi, Koa, Xanthie and Aisling, Amari, Zaynab, Diallo, Lyra and Cora 

will be there selling their creations and demonstrating how local youth  

THRIVE with 4-H!  

PRINCE WILLIAM 4-H          WWW.PWCVA.GOV/4-H          4HPWC@PWCVA.GOV 



Prince William 4-H has four scholarships available to members. All scholarship applications and 

nominations are due by November 24th, 2023. Scholarships will be presented at the Prince 

William 4-H Recognition Day in December.  

Prince William 4-H Scholarships - Applications Due Nov 24th 
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Joanne Guhl was a member of the Boots and Saddles 4-H Club who passed away in1984. Her 

parents honor her memory by awarding a college scholarship to a PW 4-Her. Applicants must be 

enrolled the Prince William 4-H program and must have been accepted at an institution of higher 

learning. Preference is given to 4-Hers pursuing a career in animal science.  

 

Please click here to apply for the 2023 Joanne Guhl Scholarship. 

2023 Joanne Guhl Scholarship  

2023 Bernard Malo Scholarship 

Bernard Malo was a past leader of the Trigger Time 4-H Shooting Education Club. Bernie, a 4-H All 

Star, was active at the local, district, and state level and gave much to the youth of Virginia. His 

family, who are all 4-H’ers and friends, started a scholarship fund to honor his memory. Trigger Time 

4-H Club members have continued to help this scholarship fund grow. This scholarship is for higher 

education for those entering as a freshman into any four-year college, community college or 

vocational school. Trigger Time member applicants are given first consideration. The amount of 

scholarship may vary from year to year.  

 

Please click here to apply for the 2023 Bernard Malo Scholarship. 

The Outstanding 4-H Member Award was created to recognize individuals who demonstrate 

exemplary service to Prince William 4-H through participation in program planning, development, 

and implementation at the club level and beyond. This yearly award will be given to individuals who 

strengthen local 4-H clubs and county 4-H by encouraging and promoting youth members and 

volunteers, helping to recruit new members and leaders, and through leadership responsibility while 

promoting service through volunteerism.  

 

Click here to apply for the 2023 Outstanding 4-H Member Award. 

2023 Outstanding 4-H Member Award (Youth) 

2023 Outstanding 4-H Volunteer Award (Adult) 

The All Around 4-H Volunteer Award was created to recognize individuals who demonstrate 

exemplary service to Prince William 4-H through participation in program planning, development, 

and implementation at the club level and beyond. This yearly award will be given to individuals who 

strengthen local 4-H clubs and county 4-H by encouraging and promoting youth members and 

volunteers, helping to recruit new members and leaders, and through leadership responsibility while 

promoting service through volunteerism.  

 

Click here to apply for the 2023 Outstanding 4-H Volunteer Award. (COMING SOON) C
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https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2023-09/2023%20PW4-H%20Joanne%20Guhl%20Scholarship.docx
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2023-09/2023%20PW4-H%20Bernard%20Malo%20Memorial%20Scholarship.docx
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2023-09/2023%20PW4-H%20Outstanding%20Member%20Award%20Application.doc
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Dates:  October 4-th - 15th 

Location: Tractor Supply Company, 10870 Balls Ford Rd., Manassas 

Click here to Sign Up for table space to promote your club and fundraise. 

 

Tractor Supply will once again be holding their Paper Clover Campaign along with National 4-H 

during October 4 - October 15, 2023. Patrons tend to donate more often when 4-Hers are 

there in person, so let's get as many clubs as we can to participate. 4-H Clubs earn a percentage 

of the proceeds from this event to use towards camps, State Congress, and other leadership 

opportunities. Thank you for supporting your club and your community! Contact DeeAnn Strand 

with questions.  
 

Please sign your Club up for a time slot and plan to bring your biggest 4-H smile!! 

Click here for more information and to apply.  

Applications are due Friday, September 29th.  
 

During the 2023-2024 year we will be combining our previous Equity and Inclusion experiences such 

as Equity and Inclusion Taskforce, Teen Summit Leadership Team, Space 4 You Project Team, True 

Leaders in Equity Institute Team, and Inclusive Language Project Team and other projects and 

programs that create and promote a sense of belonging and inclusion to a newly branded 4-H Equity 

and Inclusion Ambassador Program. We are now accepting applications!   

 

These ambassadors will work in several different areas and will be broken into four teams, based on 

choice, application, interviews, and fit. Time commitments will vary depending on individual projects 

and teams. The majority of meetings will be held online, with a few in-person meetings as determined 

by the group. 

 

• Programming (Teen Summit Leadership Team) 

• Education (materials and programs developed to further increase equity and inclusion in VA) 

• Policy (help with making suggestions and advocating for policy changes within VA 4-H for all 4-H'ers) 

• Advocacy (focusing on creating education and understanding around advocacy for inclusion and equity 

topics) 

TSC Fall Paper Clover Campaign 

NEW! Virginia 4-H Equity & Inclusion Ambassador 

Winter Cloverbuds Camp 2023 

Dates: December 8th-10th 

Location: Northern Virginia 4-H Center, Front      

 Royal, Virginia 

Who Should Attend: Youth ages 5-8 with an 

 adult chaperone 

Cost: $160 

Click here to register. Register by Nov. 22nd. 

 

Registration is now open! Campers and parents will 

participate in classic camp classes and activities with 

Dr. Seuss inspired fun! Spots are limited - register 

early.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4DAAAF29A4FF2-44442477-fall#/
mailto:dstrand@pwcva.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSenb-qNc2JJyZRmvSFTB-3cU1z56Mi72DznNQJJ10nrYEmDBg/viewform
https://form.jotform.com/232535858898174
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INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION 

Dates: October 14-15 

Locations: Holiday Lake 4-H Center 

Register through 4-H Online by September 25th. 

We are excited to announce that registration is now open for the 2023 Fall Shooting Education Instructor 

Certification. All registrations are through 4-H Online. This means that you must be a fully enrolled volunteer 

or youth (ages 16 and up) in 4-H Online to register for this training. If you are not currently enrolled through 

4-H Online, please contact your local Extension Office to get enrolled.  

 

To Register: 

• Log on to your account at 4-H Online. 

• On the left side of the page, click on EVENTS. Click on "Register for a New Event."  

• Select Shooting Education Instructor Certification. Answer all questions. Click next. 

• At the bottom of the second page, select the payment method you will actually be using.   

• After you have completed the Health Form and after the Standard of Behavior, you will be on the Payment section where you 

must select PAY BY CHECK.  

• You will get this warning: Payment for this invoice will be collected by Training County Area. By applying this option you are responsible 

for providing a check as payment. This may cause a delay in processing versus other methods of payment. Are you sure you want to 

continue? SELECT CONFIRM  

• On the CONFIRM page select NEXT. On the Summary page select FINISH.  

You will now receive an email which will allow you to select a link to pay by credit card. Please read this information carefully. Your 

registration will not receive final approval until your payment is received.  

 

FIRST-TIME INSTRUCTOR CANDIDATES must take an online training course and complete it by October 9, 2023. Please 

contact MaryBeth Lerch for more information. 

 

FRIENDS OF THE NRA 4-H GRANTS 

The Friends of the NRA grant process provides vital funding and equipment for our educational programs. Grant awards 

are typically $3,000-$5,000 per club. The deadline for submissions to the VT Foundation is October 17th. Clubs should 

have received information from Crystal Graham.  

Entry Deadline: Monday, September 25th.  

Click here for more information and to enter. 
 

4-H and FFA Youth between the ages of 9 (age as of September 30, 2023) and 19 (must have not 

turned 19 before January 1, 2023) who are NOT entered to exhibit livestock at the 2022 State Fair of 

Virginia are invited to participate in the State Fair Youth Livestock Skillathon Contest. Eligibility for    

4-H Youth will be verified via 4HOnline and therefore, MUST be enrolled in 4HOnline prior to the 

September 24th deadline.  
 

NON-EXHIBITOR contestants are eligible to compete in TWO species skillathons of their choice - 

either Beef Cattle, Meat Goats, Sheep, or Swine. Contestants will be broken into age divisions based 

on age as of September 30, 2023 - Juniors are 9 - 12, Intermediates are 13 - 15, and Seniors are 16  - 

19. Skillathons will be available for NON-EXHIBITOR Participants on Friday, September 29th from 9 

am to 4 pm.  

Virginia 4-H Shooting Education Updates 

2023 State Fair of Virginia Youth Livestock Skillathon Entry for NON-EXHIBITORS 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY! It’s that time of year to encourage teens who have devoted 

time and skills to their local fairs and festivals to participate in the 2024 Virginia Association of Fairs 

(VAF) Youth Leadership Scholarship Contest. The VAF Youth Leadership Scholarship Contest is for 

teens age 14-19 involved in a VAF-member fair or festival. Application, resume, letter of reference 

and essay are due December 1st. An in-person interview, prepared speech, PowerPoint 

presentation and extemporaneous speech occur on contest day during the conference. $9,000 in post-secondary education 

scholarships are awarded to the top 8 participants. Teens can compete multiple times if they do not win first place.  

Click here for more information and to apply. 

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
mailto:mblerch@vt.edu?subject=4-H%20Shooting%20Education%20Instructor%20Certification
mailto:csgraham@vt.edu?subject=NRA%20Funding
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepeofGLkBRsfQLsyAfZYjtMsh0gv9-_worhj2I6t4Ub0PzSA/viewform
https://www.vafairs.us/


Page 11 

CALLING ALL POWER PROTECTORS!  

PURCHASE THE 2023 STEM CHALLENGE KIT 

Click here for more information and to purchase.  
Explore the exciting world of renewable energy with the 2023 4‑H STEM Challenge 

Kit, Power Protectors! This year's Challenge Kit teaches kids about the exciting world of renewable 

energy. Perfect for youth aged 8 to 14, the kit consists of three activities that provide them with the 

knowledge to address real‑world issues and explore careers in energy. The three activities are: 
• Superhero Hideout – Kids will learn about renewable energy and get creative to design an 

electrifying Power Protector hideout! 
• Amped Up Engineering – Acting as engineers, kids will design and build a model of a 

renewable energy source to help Energy Island survive and thrive! 
• Energy Island Adventure – Playing this collaborative board game, kids work as a SUPER team 

and use solar, wind and hydropower to save endangered Energy Island! 

 

2024 NATIONAL 4‑H CONFERENCE INFORMATION SESSION 
Mark your calendar for the 2024 National 4‑H Conference. Join USDA NIFA for an Information 

Session about the 2024 National 4‑H Conference on November 16th at 4:00 PM ET. Questions? 

Contact National4-HConference@usda.gov. 

 

UNLEASH THE MAGIC OF CLOVER BY 4‑H 

Click here to create your free account to access the activities below. 
The CLOVER e‑learning platform creates opportunities for all youth with a curriculum from 

over 100 top‑tier universities and interactive, hands‑on learning activities. By helping young 
people discover their passions and build the life skills to thrive, CLOVER empowers individuals 

to take control of their futures. 

 

UNLOCK YOUR KIDS' INNER SPY WITH 4‑H AND NETFLIX 

Click here for more information.     Click here to start mission. 
In collaboration with Utah State University Extension, we proudly 

present Mission: #GAMECLOVER — an interactive STEM experience on 

CLOVER by 4‑H. Launching alongside Netflix's Spy Kids: Armageddon on 

September 22nd, Mission: #GAMECLOVER fuels STEM passion through the 

world of game design. Don't miss this educational adventure — share it with your 4‑H 

family. It's going to be a blast!  

 

ELEVATE YOUR GAME DAY EXPERIENCE WITH BEAN DIP 

Click here for free activity. 
Football season is finally here, and that means it's time to huddle up with your favorite 

team, grab some friends, and indulge in the ultimate game day treats. Between the 

wings, nachos and pretzels, make sure to include some healthy snacks, including this 

easy, cheesy bean dip 

 

GET BLOWN AWAY BY THE INTERESTING PATHS OF HURRICANES 

 Click here for free activity. 
On average, America sees 12 named storms yearly, most recently Hurricane Idalia. In 

this 4‑H STEM Lab activity, you will be introduced to using Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS) by tracking the paths of two of the most destructive storms to hit the 

U.S. in recent history. 

 

FROM SETBACK TO SUCCESS: THE ART OF BOUNCING BACK 

 Click here for free activity. 
Sometimes, life doesn't go the way you expect. How we react in certain situations is 

based on our own resilience. In this activity, developed by The Ohio State University 

Extension, kids will explore the concept of resilience and learn how to equip 

themselves better to bounce back when life throws unexpected surprises. 

National 4-H Updates 

https://shop4-h.org/products/power-protectors-stem-challenge-kit
mailto:National4-HConference@usda.gov
https://4-h.org/clover/about/
https://4-h.org/about/blog/embracing-a-digital-transformation-of-4-h-clover-by-4-h-expands-opportunities-for-americas-youth/
https://4-h.org/clover/activities/mission-gameclover/
https://4-h.org/clover/activities/easy-cheesy-bean-dip/
https://4-h.org/clover/activities/hurricane-mapping
https://4-h.org/clover/activities/bouncing-back


Date: November 1st 

Location: Richmond Convention center 

Click here for more information and to register. Register by October 23rd. 

The Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics will co-host the Virginia Agricultural Trade 

Conference on November 1, 2023, at the Richmond Convention Center. The conference is in partnership with the Virginia 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Virginia Farm Bureau Federation, and Port of Virginia. 

 

Keynote speakers include: 

• Matthew Lohr, Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry for the Commonwealth of Virginia - Welcome Address 

• Ted McKinney, CEO of the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture - U.S. Agriculture: Trade and Domestic 

Policy Update 

• Daniel Whitley, Administrator of the Foreign Agricultural - U.S. Trade Priorities 

 

Panel discussions include:  Growing Virginia Agricultural Exports, Opportunities in Africa, and Renewable Fuels. 

ENVIROTHON is a team-based natural resources competition for high school students. Students 

who participate learn stewardship and management concepts and work to solve real-world environ-

mental problems. The program is field-oriented, community-based, and gives students an opportunity 

to work with natural resource professionals. Click Here for a video overview of the Dominion Energy 

Envirothon competition!  

 

Students work in teams of five. Throughout the school year students prepare to compete at the local 

level, qualify to then compete at the area level and the top three teams from the six Soil & Water 

Conservation District areas in the state compete to be the State Winner. These teams of high school 

students are tested on their knowledge of natural resources-soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatics and a 

current environmental issue. Students visit five “in-the-field” test stations where written and hands-on 

problem solving is required along with an oral presentation formulating a strategy to address a specific 

environmental issue they’ve been presented with. The event is competitive but education is the bot-

tom line. 

 

Teams can be created through school clubs, classes, 4-H groups, home school groups, and nature 

centers. The only requirement is that the team has a minimum of five students (who are in 9th-12th 

grade) and one adult advisor/chaperone. 

 

YOUTH CONSERVATION LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE (YCLI) is a recognition pro-

gram for students in 9th- 12th grade that focuses on volunteer service and environmental steward-

ship. YCLI offers self-motivated and enthusiastic high school students interested in environmental 

conservation and stewardship an opportunity to build leadership skills and connect with local mentors 
involved with environmental issues.  

 

Students in 9th-12th grade may apply to be a part of this program. Program participants are required 

to complete a minimum of 20 hours of community service with a conservation focus as well as partici-

pate in a book discussion and submit required progress reports throughout the year. The hours may 

be done as part of a single project or a series of projects but all projects must be approved by the 

YCLI Program Coordinator. YCLI participants work with the YCLI Program Coordinator to come up 

with a project that the YCLI Participant wants to focus on. Participants must be self-driven individuals 

able to set their own goals, evaluate their set milestones, and be motivated to move their projects 

forward. The YCLI Participants are paired with a mentor to help them with their project.  Mentors 

can be Soil & Water Conservation Staff. 

 

Contact Kim Lowther, Education Specialist at Prince William Soil and Water Conservation District 

for more information. (571) 379-7514 or education@pwswcd.org. 

Opportunities for High School Students at VASWCD 

Virginia Agricultural Trade Conference 
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ENVIROTHON is a team-based natural resources competition for high school students. Students 

who participate learn stewardship and management concepts and work to solve real-world environ-

mental problems. The program is field-oriented, community-based, and gives students an opportunity 

to work with natural resource professionals. Click Here for a video overview of the Dominion Energy 

Envirothon competition!  Virtual Kickoff: October 25th. Click here for more information.  

 

Students work in teams of five. Throughout the school year students prepare to compete at the local 

level, qualify to then compete at the area level and the top three teams from the six Soil & Water 

Conservation District areas in the state compete to be the State Winner. These teams of high school 

students are tested on their knowledge of natural resources-soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatics and a 

current environmental issue. Students visit five “in-the-field” test stations where written and hands-on 

problem solving is required along with an oral presentation formulating a strategy to address a specific 

environmental issue they’ve been presented with. The event is competitive but education is the bot-

tom line. 

 

Teams can be created through school clubs, classes, 4-H groups, home school groups, and nature 

centers. The only requirement is that the team has a minimum of five students (who are in 9th-12th 

grade) and one adult advisor/chaperone. 

 

YOUTH CONSERVATION LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE (YCLI) is a recognition pro-

gram for students in 9th- 12th grade that focuses on volunteer service and environmental steward-

ship. YCLI offers self-motivated and enthusiastic high school students interested in environmental 

conservation and stewardship an opportunity to build leadership skills and connect with local mentors 
involved with environmental issues.  Applications due October 2nd. Click here to apply.  

 

Students in 9th-12th grade may apply to be a part of this program. Program participants are required 

to complete a minimum of 20 hours of community service with a conservation focus as well as partici-

pate in a book discussion and submit required progress reports throughout the year. The hours may 

be done as part of a single project or a series of projects but all projects must be approved by the 

YCLI Program Coordinator. YCLI participants work with the YCLI Program Coordinator to come up 

with a project that the YCLI Participant wants to focus on. Participants must be self-driven individuals 

able to set their own goals, evaluate their set milestones, and be motivated to move their projects 

forward. The YCLI Participants are paired with a mentor to help them with their project.  Mentors 

can be Soil & Water Conservation Staff. 

 

Contact Kim Lowther, Education Specialist at Prince William Soil and Water Conservation District 

for more information. (571) 379-7514 or education@pwswcd.org. 

https://vafb.swoogo.com/vaagtrade2023/3778842
https://youtu.be/0dZNn5lkBOc
https://youtu.be/0dZNn5lkBOc
https://vaswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2023-2024-YCLI-Application.docx
mailto:education@pwswcd.org
https://youtu.be/0dZNn5lkBOc
https://youtu.be/0dZNn5lkBOc
https://vaswcd.org/current-competition/
https://vaswcd.org/ycli/
https://vaswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2023-2024-YCLI-Application.docx
mailto:education@pwswcd.org


Date: Thursday, October 5, 2023 • 9AM - 1PM 

Location: VSU Randolph Farm, 4415 River Road, Petersburg, VA  

Click here for more information and to register. 

 

Join us for a fun-filled time at VSU Randolph Farm, where we're honoring the spirit of Virginia 

Agritourism. Event Highlights: 

 

• Community Engagement: Connect, collaborate, and converse with fellow members of the community.  

• Festival Vibes: Dive into a spirited atmosphere, where festivities and fun activities promise a delightful day for attendees of all 

ages.  

• Sorghum Maze Adventure: Take a twisty turn through our sorghum maze and challenge yourself to find the way out.  

• Pumpkin Artistry: Get hands-on with creative pumpkin-themed art activities designed for all age groups.  

• Live Cooking Demonstration: Elevate your culinary skills. Witness the magic of Chef Rose from the VSU Hospitality 

Management Department as she whips up something delectable.  

• Photo Booth Fun: Smile, pose, and capture memories! Get a snapshot with your favorite pumpkin.  

• and much more!  

 

Whether you're from our VSU campus or hail from our neighboring communities, this event is curated for everyone. So, spread the 

With the school year beginning, and the new 4-H year right around the corner, it’s a great time to take advantage of 

the Every Kid Outdoors Program from the National Park Service. The program was created in 2015 in an 

effort to get more children and families to visit our national parks, and it has been renewed and expanded over the 

years to now include a wide variety of public lands.   

 
Free Passes!  The program is very simple: every 4th grade student (or home school equivalent) in the United States is 

entitled to get one Every Kid Outdoors pass which is valid from September 1 – August 31 (so it is valid all the way 

through next summer). The pass will admit that student, any other youth under the age of 16 in the party (other youth do not have to 

be 4th graders), and up to 3 adults free to any site which charges an entry fee. This does not cover other fees like parking fees, 

camping permits, etc. but covering the entry fees can represent a significant savings to families. Any eligible student/parent can visit 

https://www.everykidoutdoors.gov to print the free pass or to get more information. 

 
Opportunities for Club or In-School Programming! Educators are also able to print out passes from the website for all of 

their 4th graders, plus there are activity guides that can be downloaded.  Extension Agents and club leaders ARE considered 

educators for the purposes of this program!  All you will need to do is visit https://www.everykidoutdoors.gov/educators.htm, 

download any activity guides you would like, and fill out the information to print out the passes.  Enter “Virginia 4-H Program” in 

the box asking for a school or organization name.   

 
The activity guides were developed by the National Park Service, and they are easily adaptable to in-school settings, or for clubs, 

etc. The four activity guides are: Exploring Federal Lands & Waters, Environmental Stewardship, Our Nation’s Native 

Peoples, and Citizen Science. 

 
Where the Pass Can Be Used? The pass can be used at most fee-based sites administered by the following federal agencies: 

National Park Service • Bureau of Land Management • Bureau of Reclamation • National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration • 

United States Fish & Wildlife Service • United States Forest Service • United States Army Corps of Engineers 

 
The beginning of the 4-H year is a great time to be thinking about visiting our national parks and recreation areas. Virginia alone has 

some 22 National Park Service sites which range from Revolutionary War battlefields and natural landmarks, to Civil Rights 

monuments and cultural heritage. You can find these online at https://www.nps.gov/state/va/index.htm.   

 
Many parks also offer educational programming which support our 4-H pillar areas of Agriculture, Civic Engagement, Healthy Living, 

and STEM.  Some of these lessons are available online for educators to use at the Teaching With Historic Places website: https://

www.nps.gov/subjects/teachingwithhistoricplaces/index.htm.   

VSU Fall AgFest: Community Day at Randolph Farm 

Every Kid Outdoors with the US National Parks 
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MaryBeth Lerch 
Associate Extension Agent, 4-H 

mblerch@vt.edu 

703-792-4536 

 

 

DeeAnn Strand 
4-H Youth Educator 

dstrand@pwcva.gov 

 

Pam Hardin 
4-H Youth Educator 

phardin@pwcva.gov 

 

 

 

Candi Helmlinger 
4-H Program Specialist, Newsletter 

chelmlinger@pwcva.gov 
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PCW 4-H 

Virginia State 4-H 

National 4-H 

PWC 4-H Resources 

National 4-H 
National 4-H Homepage 

 

Virginia 4-H 
VCE 4-H 

VCE COVID-19 Updates 

 

4-H Online Information 

The 4-H Foundation 

Educational Resources 

4-H All Stars 

 

STEM in Virginia 4-H 

 

Prince William 4-H 
PWC 4-H Homepage 

PWC 4-H Programs 

PWC 4-H Camps 

PWC 4-H Events & Calendar 

 

Portfolio Records 
Member Record 

Cloverbud Sheet 

Project Record Ages 9-10 

Project Record Ages 11-12 

Project Record Ages 13-15 

Project Record Ages 16-19 

 

Outstanding Member Form 

2022-2023 PWC 4-H  

Association Officers 
 

Youth Officers 

Samantha Whysong, President 

Sam Seagle, Vice President 

Samantha Erick, Treasurer 

Lexi Strand, Secretary 

 

Adult Officers 

Susan Wolf, President 

Alan Lerch, Vice President 

Sydney Nguyen, Treasurer 

Mary McDonald, Secretary 

 

Committee Chairs 

Fundraising Committee - Samantha Whysong 

Recognition Committee - Alan Lerch 

Membership Committee - 4-H Staff 

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment are 
open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military 
status, or any other basis protected by law.  
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