
LOCATION: Fire Station 403, City of Fairfax, VA

Per & Polyfluorinated 
compounds (PFASs) in Turnout 
Gear: Exposure to Firefighters:  
Sources, Implications, and Risks.

DATE: Wednesday, March 6, 2024
TIME: 9AM – 12PM

REGISTRATION CUT OFF DATE:
5PM, Tuesday, March 5, 2024

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Dr. Ron Raab is a professor at James Madison University, teaching 
courses in biotechnology and awareness and understanding of WMDs. 
Raab serves as a regional HazMat responder and educator for the 
Harrisonburg Fire Department and Rockingham County in Virginia. 
He also is a volunteer firefighter. In addition, he provides instruction 
and training for National Guard Civil Support Teams. Prior to joining 
JMU, Raab spent 15 years in the biotech industry as a research 
scientist at IDEC Pharmaceuticals and Affymax Research Institute. 

In this engaging presentation, Dr. Ron Raab, PhD. will elaborate 
on how exposure to Per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 
and other carcinogens is one of the rising causes of cancer among 
firefighters today. The chemical PFAS has been used to construct 
personal protective structural firefighter gear throughout history. During 
this lecture, individuals will be educated on all known and unknown 
information on PFAS chemicals and their future role in the fire service.

https://www.nvers.org/polyfluorinated-compounds-pfass-turnout-gear-exposure-firefighters-sources-implications-and-risks

