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History

• Building constructed as a tavern for 
Philip D. Dawe, clerk of  the court

• Tavern operated by his widowed sister, 
Jane Williams

• Dawe, his wife Patsey, Jane Williams, 
and her son Robert lived at the tavern. 

• Enslaved servants likely worked here.



Construction Phases

• Tavern was constructed in two main phases.

• Eastern side constructed ca. 1823

• Front has common bond

• Random rubble foundation

• Western addition constructed ca. 1827

• Front has Flemish bond

• Dressed, coursed stone foundation

• Two different builders



Construction Clues

Common Bond Flemish BondJoint



Hypothesis

• That the list of  tavern items inventoried was divided into 

downstairs items and upstairs items.

• Parlor: 

• Settee

• 1 armed chair

• Dining Room: 

• Large dining table

• 5 Windsor chairs

• Bar

• Large dining table

• Owner’s Bedchamber

• Bed & bedstead

• Upstairs Bedchambers

• Two tester beds

• Four regular bedsteads



First Floor Ca. 1823

Hypothesis

• First-floor owner’s bedchamber. Private 

access from exterior. 

• One public room



Second Floor Ca. 1823

• Two bedchambers, one for tavern guests

• Insufficient room



First Floor Ca 1827

Original room uses unknown. Possibly:

• Parlor

• Owner’s Bedchamber

• Dining Room

• Bar



Second Floor ca. 1827

• Four bedchambers

• Two family bedchambers 

• Two guest bedchambers

• Possible servants room



Tavern Rental

After Philip Dawe’s death, his widow 

rejected the will and went to court to obtain 

her dower right of  1/3rd of  the estate. 

This kept the tavern under the management 

of  the administrator for decades.

The administrator rented the tavern to 

others.



Civil War Period

• Mrs. Mary Holland operated a hotel here.

• She had a hired servant.

• A doctor boarded with her. 

• Lieutenant Hopkins, with Freedmen’s bureau entered her kitchen and carried a 
Black child she was caring for away

• “All the officers that had been camped here have always boarded with me.”

• “On one of  your retreats, your sick was left behind. I took charge of  some twenty 
until they were sent for.” 



Brentsville Seminary

• Founded 1879

• Taught by Ezra Bauder

• In 1880 three scholars boarded with Bauder

• School year 1887/9

• Tuition $30/year

• Library with 300 books

• Coeducational

• 18  students: half male, half female



Brentsville Seminary

May have opened up walls for bifold doors 

May have added kitchen addition.



Original Materials – Mantlepieces

Ca. 1823                        Ca. 1827



Original Materials

Stairway components

Chair rail in passage and one section Rm 204

Most interior doors

Door trim

Some cupboards

Flooring

Mantlepieces

Rear door trim

Wood framing (joists, rafters)

Most brickwork

Stone foundations



Not Original

All window sash and trim

Most plaster walls 

All plaster ceilings

Colonial Revival Bookcases

Arch in main passage

Utility Chases

Storage casework

Exterior Parge



Parge Likely Not Original

• Painted mortar below 

lime/sand parge



Cellar Fireplace / Second 

Floor Fireplace

• Clues

• Only two flues

• Bedroom firebox infilled

• Second floor bedroom hearth



Structural Issues

Removal of large portions of load-bearing walls

South wall foundation deterioration

Masonry bulge due to ductwork installation

Roof support

Floors are 65 psf of live load. 

Required live loads:

 Historic house tours: 100 psf

 Museum: 100 psf

 Offices: 50 psf, 80 psf for corridors, 100 psf for lobbies 
and storage rooms



Site Plan Concept A

• Access to restroom from interior and 

exterior

• Location of  restroom similar to 1940s 

addition

• Elevation from parking requires lift



Restroom Option 1



Site Plan Concept B

• Restroom separate from historic house

• Space available to enlarge restroom

• Elevation from parking requires lift



Restroom Option 2



Site Plan Concept C

• Restroom uses existing 1940s building 

footprint

• No direct access from interior of  

building

• Janitor’s closet uses old laundry room 

footprint

• Elevation from parking requires lift



Restroom Option 3



Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration

• Preservation: Places high premium on retention of  all historic fabric through 
conservation, maintenance and repair. Reflects a building’s continuum over time 
through successive occupancies, and the respectful changes and alterations made.

• Rehabilitation: (Adaptive Re-use) Emphasizes the retention and repair of  historic 
materials, but there is more latitude for replacement due to there being more 
deterioration.

• Restoration: Focuses on retention of  materials from the most significant time in a 
property’s history, while permitting removal of  materials from other periods. 

• Impact on upstairs kitchen and bath, stucco, door finishes



Periods of  Historical 

Significance

1823 – 1867 Tavern and Hotel

1879 – 1888  Boarding School



Code Implications



Code Implications

Business Occupancy



Code Implications

Assembly Occupancy
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