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Prince William 4-H Young Entrepreneurs Wrap it UP 

Our Clubs, Our Community  

Prince William 4-H 

Four educational workshops, five market days, and an 

exciting summer of strategizing and growing our businesses 

with friends and mentors...an opportunity that will forever 

change us! Prince William 4-H is growing the next 

generation of BEYOND READY business leaders in our 

popular Young Entrepreneurs program.  

 

During Thursday’s debrief session, the young entrepreneurs 

turned in their completed 4-H Project Records. We 

reflected on the overall experience and discussed several 
key areas: 

• What went well: Participants highlighted positive 

aspects of the program, including successful product development, teamwork, and improved 

communication skills. 

• Challenges: We explored areas that didn’t go as smoothly, such 

as time management, unexpected expenses, and marketing difficulties. 

• Goal Achievement: Each participant evaluated whether they 

met their personal and business goals set at the beginning of the 

program. 

• Budget Review: The group reviewed their budgets to determine 

whether they stayed within limits or went over. 

• Improvements for Next Year: The Young Entrepreneurs 

shared thoughtful suggestions for how the program could be improved 

next year. 

We hope you'll consider joining the 2026 PW 4-H Young 

Entrepreneurs SPIN project! 

PW 4-H Engage Locally - Sign Up Today! 

Date: Thursday, November 6th 

Time: 6-8 PM 

Location: McCoart Atrium, 1 County 

Complex Ct., Woodbridge 

Who Should Attend: ALL PW 4-H’ers 

from Cloverbud to 19! 

Click here to register. 

Engage Locally is an amazing opportunity for 

our youth to share their 4-H story with local 

leaders in Prince William. Please review the 

available slots and sign up! 

https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/4-h-youth-education-program
https://www.facebook.com/PWC4H/
https://www.instagram.com/pwc4h/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4DAAAF29A4FF2-59247773-engage
https://4honline.com/


PW 4-H Young Entrepreneur Adam Grant continues to take his business on the road, looking 

for opportunities to increase sales and share how 4-H is preparing him to be BEYOND READY 

as a future community business leader. 

 

Adam has increased his market presence by also participating in the Children’s Entrepreneur 

Market program. Last Saturday, he set up shop in Manassas and gained even more new 

customers. Although the PW 4-H Young Entrepreneur SPIN program has ended for the year, 

he’s looking for more business opportunities and will be at the Children’s Entrepreneur Market 

in Springfield this Saturday, October 18th, with a projected 3,000 - 5,000 patrons expected.  

 
It’s never too early for a little holiday shopping! Come out, support our young entrepreneur, 

and hear how much his 4-H Story has grown! Click here for more information. 

Prince William 4-H’ers met last night to learn how to tell their 4-H stories with a 4-H 

Portfolio. A 4-H portfolio is like a scrapbook-meets-resume that shows off everything you’ve 

done in 4-H. It highlights your growth, leadership, and community service over time. Through 

games and exploring sample portfolios, our 4-H’ers are ready to get creative!  

 

4-H Portfolios are an important part of the 4-H experience. They show your progress, can be 

used for big opportunities such as applying for scholarships and leadership roles, and cover all 

of your 4-H stuff from projects to volunteering. Start your 4-H portfolio today! 4-H project 

records and portfolios are due each year on October 1st. 

Business is BOOMING! 

Tell Your 4-H Story with a Portfolio 

Buzzing with Excitement: Cloverbuds Dive into the World of Pollinators!  

The Prince William 4-H Cloverbuds had a pollinator-packed October meeting that was 

anything but ordinary! With the help of their amazing teen leaders, Samantha and Bella, 

these curious young minds explored the fascinating world of creatures that help plants grow 

- and discovered some surprising facts along the way. 

 

After kicking things off with the Pledge of Allegiance and learning the 4-H Pledge, the 

Cloverbuds got hands-on with nature by dissecting a mammoth sunflower head - originally 

planted by last year’s Cloverbud crew. The result? Hundreds of seeds ready to be planted 

next spring! 

 
But the surprises didn’t stop there…Did you know bats are pollinators too? That’s right! 

The Cloverbuds read the heartwarming story Stellaluna, explored a real bat house, and even 

crafted their own bat masks. Now they’re bat experts - just ask them! 

 

Whether you're into nature, crafts, or just love learning cool new things, you won’t want to 

miss the next adventure. Join us for our next meeting on November 8 at 10 AM - we 

promise it’ll be a blast! 

 

PS - Budding photographer Smith, age 5, was so interested in Mrs. Hardin’s camera that he 

did a quick takeover and shot the photo of fellow Cloverbud Estella! 
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https://kidsmarkets.com/event/springfield/




PW 4-H Association Fundraising Committee Updates 
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PRINCE WILLIAM 4-H 
PRESENTTIONTRAINING 

Date: October 23rd 

Time: 6:30 - 8 PM 

Location: PW 4-H Headquarters, 8033 Ashton Ave., McCoy Conference Room (upstairs) 

Who Should Attend: All Prince William 4-H’ers (Junior & Senior 4-H’ers) 

Click here to register. 

Featuring special guests from Toastmaster’s International who will talk to us about building our 

presentations skills and becoming confident public speakers! 4-H presentations are important be-

cause they build essential life skills in youth, including public speaking, communication, research, and 

organization, fostering confidence, poise, and self-esteem. Learn tips and tricks and find out about the 

opportunities to practice your skills at county contests and beyond! 

PW 4-H Presentation Training 

The Prince William 4-H Association FUNdraising committee met last week to launch their initiatives 

for the new 4-H year. Their efforts are critical in proving reduced 4-H event and activity fees and 

scholarships for local youth. This meeting discussed two key initiatives: 

 

• BINGO: committees were established for decorating, donations, advertising, and concessions. 

New, innovative ideas were proposed and they’re excited to begin focusing their efforts. More 

hands are needed! Please attend the next Association meeting on November 12th join the fun! 

• Wreaths Across America: The  FUNdraising committee leaders are going to have a follow-up 

meeting specifically to focus on strategies for this activity. WWA is an opportunity for 4-H’ers to 

be civically engaged and helps earn funds for 4-H programming. Look for more details of their 

efforts soon!  

Date: Tuesday, October 21st 

Time: 7-8 PM 

Who Should Attend: All PW 4-H adult leaders and volunteers 

Zoom Link: https://virginiatech.zoom.us/j/89323912839 
Join PW 4-H Extension Agent MaryBeth Lerch for a dynamic, one-hour virtual sessions designed for 

all 4-H adult leaders and volunteers. This session focuses on 4-H Positive Youth Development. See 

Page 9 for more information! 

PW 4-H Adult Leader Series Begins Oct 21st 

Virginia Cooperative Extension, the parent organization of Prince William 4-H, works in communities 

across the commonwealth to share knowledge, support businesses, and implement research that 

advances the wellbeing of all Virginians. 

 

Join our central email list! You’ll receive: 

• Timely alerts about workshops, events, and programs near you 

• Updates on emerging issues that affect your region 

• Practical, science-based resources you can put to use immediately 

• Stories of how VCE is making a difference across Virginia 

 

Subscribe Now!  

This isn’t another marketing email - it’s your connection to trusted, relevant information that helps 

you, your family, and your community thrive. Click here to subscribe. 

Get Updates from Virginia Cooperative Extension 

https://forms.gle/cwtvPUh4PNAJKiAp8
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/j/89323912839
https://mailchi.mp/mail/sign-up-vce-2
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Hey Prince William 4-H Clubs — it’s that time again! Your monthly club reports are due each 

month. We’ve set up a schedule to help with newsletter space and to provide due dates - so don’t forget 

to send yours in to PW 4-H Headquarters! 

 

WAIT... WHAT REPORTS? Yep, you heard right! Every club has officers - and one of them (usually the 

Club Reporter) needs to send a quick email with: 

• A short summary of what your club did this month (think: cool projects, community service, awards, shoutouts, etc.) 

• 1 to 6 photos with captions showing off your club in action! 

 

BUT WHY THOUGH? 

Because your club is awesome - and people should know about it! These reports: 

• Help track your club’s journey all year long 

• Keep parents and the community in the loop 

• Show off your skills and teamwork 

• Might even help bring in new members or support! 

Plus, if you’re the 4-H Club Reporter, you’re building real-world skills like writing, time 

management, and leadership! 

 

HOW TO DO IT: 

On the 1st of each month, write up a short recap (even just a few sentences is fine!). Include: 

• What your club did 

• Any shoutouts or thank-yous to community supporters 

• Up to 6 photos with captions 

• Then sign your name, officer role (like “Club Reporter”), and your club name. 

• Email it to: chelmlinger@pwcva.gov and don’t forget to CC your adult club leader! 

REPORT DUE DATES 

 

1st Monday of Month (Oct 6) 

Nokesville Equestrian 4-H Club 

 

2nd Monday (Oct 13) 

Kettle Run 4-H Club and  

Benton Middle School Club 

 

3rd Monday (Oct 20) 

Trigger Time 4-H Club 

 

4th Monday (Oct 27) 

 Nokesville 4-H Club and  

Linton Hall School Club 

PW 4-H Club Reporters - It’s Time to Send in Your Monthly Reports  

What does it mean to be a good citizen? For 4-H youth in Prince William County, it means stepping up, speaking out, 

and showing up for your community - and that’s exactly what happened on October 7th, when the Prince William 

County Board of Supervisors officially proclaimed National 4-H Week (October 5–11, 2025)! See Page 6 to read the 

proclamation. 

 

Two of our very own youth leaders, Michael and Jacklyn, represented Prince William 4-H at the proclamation ceremony. They 

didn’t just stand in front of county officials - they spoke up about how 4-H has helped them grow as leaders, learners, and active 

citizens. Their voices were heard, and their message was clear: 4-H matters. 

 

You might be wondering—what’s the big deal about a proclamation? While it’s not a law, it’s a powerful symbol. Here’s why: 

• It raises awareness. When the government publicly supports a cause, more people pay attention. 

• It celebrates achievements. Proclamations honor the hard work of 4-H members, volunteers, and leaders. 

• It attracts media attention. That means more people hear about 4-H and what it stands for. 

• It shows official support. When your county backs your program, it adds credibility and opens doors. 

• It inspires action. Recognition can motivate others to join, volunteer, or start new clubs. 

 

This proclamation is more than just a piece of paper - it's a reminder that citizenship starts with YOU. Whether you're 

testifying at a county meeting, organizing a community clean-up, or helping a neighbor, you're living out one of the core 4-H values. 

 

So, what can you do next? 

• Get involved. Join a 4-H club or start one at your school. 

• Speak up. Share your story with local leaders. Attend Engage Locally! on November 6th! Click here for details.  

• Take action. Find a cause you care about and rally your friends. 

 

Let’s keep the momentum going. Because when youth lead, communities thrive! 

Put Into Action: The 4-H Pillar of Citizenship  

mailto:chelmlinger@pwcva.gov
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4DAAAF29A4FF2-59247773-engage




mailto:dstrand@pwcva.gov


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7zB-UGMyAyL_Ctv1jfrkm_h71ig9ECSa6r-H-9W_8VYikiQ/viewform


https://virginiatech.zoom.us/j/89323912839


https://forms.gle/UV7gXFaWmrcqWhoi9


https://forms.gle/dQQcEHbPv7aVjZL18
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Virginia 4-H 2026 Youth in Action 

Who Should Apply: Virginia 4-H’ers ages 15 and up (as of January 1, 2025) 

Virginia 4-H Northeast Chapter Advisor: Carly Wright  carlymg@vt.edu 

Click here for the Virginia 4-H All Stars Youth Nomination Form.   

 

Virginia 4-H All Stars is the highest honor a Virginia 4-H’er can achieve. It is a service-based, volunteer-run 

group that gives back to 4-H and the community for life. Click here to learn more about Virginia 4-H All Stars.  

 

Dates to Remember 

Nov. 1, 2025 – Nominations Due 

Various Dates by Chapter – Chapter Review in locations near Camping Centers  
Early Jan. 2026 – State Review (in Goochland + virtual option) 

Feb. 8, 2026 – Voting at Midwinters Conference 

June 18, 2026 – Tapping Ceremony at 4-H Congress 

 

Record Keeping - A Critical Life Skill 

4-H’ers working towards becoming a Virginia 4-H All Star, record keeping is critical to success! Completing 4-H Project Records 

and annual 4-H Portfolios will help keep you on track. Documenting your 4-H Story takes time and attention to detail to ensure 

you receive full credit for your 4-H participation. If you aren’t ready to apply this year, be sure to review the application, start 

gathering documentation, and increase your participation in 4-H. The only thing keeping you from earning this recognition is YOU. 

How strong is your 4-H resume? 

Click here for the VA 4-H 2026 Youth in Action Guidelines.  

Click here for online application.  Applications due by Sunday, November 2nd.  

Who Should Appy: ALL Prince William 4-H’ers ages 15-18 with exceptional participation in 4-H 

 

The State 4-H Office is once again pleased to announce this exciting award opportunity for 4-H’ers 

across Virginia.  To provide a similar system to the National 4-H Youth in Action Awards, and to 

encourage high quality applications for the national awards, the State 4-H Office established the 

Virginia 4-H Youth in Action Awards Program in 2019.  The nomination process is now open for our 

Class of 2026 Youth in Action winners. 

  
This year’s process is similar to last year in that the youth themselves may apply directly for the 

award.  However, they are still required to obtain a letter of reference from their Extension Agent 

(or the VCE professional responsible for 4-H in their Unit).  We hope that this will increase 

participation in the program, while still ensuring that youth interact with their Extension Office.  

   

Youth may recommend themselves for consideration in one or more of the pillar areas of Agriculture, Civic Engagement, Healthy 

Living, and STEM.  One pillar winner will be chosen from each area.  In keeping with the national award 

system, there will no long be an overall winner chosen from the pillar winners.  Any 4-H member in 

Virginia ages 15-18 is eligible to be nominated. Previous winners are not eligible, but a nominee that was 

not selected in a previous year may apply again (and they are encouraged to do so). 

  

Each of the four winners will receive: 

• A $500 mini-grant to their Unit to develop a significant community project. 

• Recognition at An Evening with Virginia 4-H on January 21, 2026 

• A full scholarship to attend Virginia 4-H State Congress June 16-19, 2026, in Blacksburg, VA. 

• An opportunity to be featured as the Virginia 4-H Youth Spokesperson for their pillar area. 

• An opportunity to represent Virginia 4-H at one or more national events for their pillar area. 

• Support and mentorship to apply for the 2027 National 4-H Youth in Action Awards. 

   

Please note that all of the questions that are asked on the online submission form are contained in the guidelines.  

Virginia 4-H 2026 All Stars Applications are OPEN 

Prince William 4-H 
2021 VA 4-H YIA Winner 

2021 National YIA Finalist 

mailto:carlymg@vt.edu?subject=Virginia%204-H%20All%20Stars
https://ext.vt.edu/content/dam/ext_vt_edu/topics/4h-youth/all-stars/files/20%20Virginia%204-H%20All%20Star%20Nomination%20Form.docx
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/all-stars.html
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2025-10/2026%20Virginia%20Youth%20in%20Action%20Guidelines.pdf
https://forms.gle/sMm6VhKCidCFZCED7
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VA 4-H Shooting Education - 7-Year Instructor Recertification 

Date: November 1st 

Location: Holiday Lake 4-H Center 

Register through your 4-H Club. Registration due October 18th.  

Virginia 4-H Shooting Education Instructors must be recertified every seven years. The recertification 

program is set up to accommodate each instructor being able to recertify in two or three disciplines 

on the same day. Instructors that fail to recertify will be decertified and removed from the program. 

2026 Friends of the NRA (FONRA) Grant - Due Oct 20th 

Click here for Virginia 4-H Shooting Education NRA Grant Application Tip Sheet. 

Applications due to Crystal Grahm by October 20th at noon. 

Virginia 4-H Shooting Education Clubs are invited to apply for the  2026 FONA Grant  to support 

clubs with necessary equipment to participate in shooting education. All clubs should follow the 

guidelines in the tip sheet linked above.  

Virginia Youth Livestock Awards Zoom 

Date: Monday, October 20th 

Time: 7 PM 

Zoom Link: https://virginiatech.zoom.us/j/88577465832 

Gather your friends for an exciting watch party and cheer for your fellow 4-H’ers! The State Fair of 

Virginia Youth Livestock Awards will be presented Monday and includes a review of the promotional 

contests, Skillathons, Premier Exhibitor announcements, review of our Champion Market Animal 

Carcasses, and other special recognitions and announcements.  

VA 4-H Horse Ambassadors - 

Apply by October 31st! 

Click here for more information and 

application link. Applications due Oct 31st.  

The Virginia 4-H Horse Ambassador Program 

application for the 2025-2026 cohort is now 

open. The Horse Ambassador Program utilizes 

senior youth who are enrolled members of 4-

H to grow in their leadership skills, assist with state level events, 

and publicly represent the Virginia 4-H Horse Program at industry 

level events. This year, ambassadors attended 4-H Day at the 

Capitol, where they saw legislation in action and were able to visit 
with the VA 4-H Youth Livestock Ambassadors. They also had a 

visit to the Meadow Event Park for a tour of Secretariat’s 

birthplace. Ambassadors assisted at the Block and Bridle Horse 

Weekend, Equismartz, State 4-H Congress, and the Rockingham 

Coop Equine Expo. Furthermore, youth in this program must 

secure volunteer hours within their unit or district in providing 

assistance at local events, helping to create or produce programs 

with their 4-H agent, or more.  

 

Applicants must submit an application and have ONE reference 

(click here for reference form) submitted by email to Hunter Liles 

prior to the deadline to be considered.  

https://forms.gle/XsRbpmoe2iBbXyUX8
http://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2025-09/Tips%20for%20Grant%20Requests%20from%20the%20FoNRA%202026%20v1.pdf
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/j/88577465832
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/horse/programs/horse-ambassadors.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/horse/programs/horse-ambassadors.html
https://ext.vt.edu/content/dam/ext_vt_edu/topics/4h-youth/horse/events/state-horse-show/files/2023/Ambassador%20Reference%20Form.pdf
mailto:huntl97@vt.edu
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Date: Saturday, October 18 

Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with a pre-opening at 9 a.m. for anyone that may 

benefit from a quieter, less crowded environment. 

Location: VT Squires Student Center, 290 College Avenue, Blacksburg 

Free admission! 

 

Celebrate the exciting science of entomology with STEAM-inspired (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) activities for all ages! Festival 

favorites include: 

• Virginia Tech’s LIVE BugZoo 

• Hundreds of pinned insects from around the world 

• Jr. Entomologist Certificate Program 

• Bug Carnival 

• The Bug Library 

• 4-H Insect Collection Contest - Entry forms due by September 26th!  

 

Visit www.hokiebugfest.org for the FULL LIST of exhibitors.  

You can also follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/hokiebugfest/. 

Hokie BugFest 

The State 4-H Office is currently recruiting for 

two new positions that will help us continue to 

strengthen and expand 4-H programming across 

the Commonwealth. Both positions are open 

until filled. 

 

Associate Specialist, Leadership and Teen 

Program Development 

Click here for more information and to apply, 

Virginia 4-H is seeking a visionary and collaborative professional to 
serve as the Associate Specialist for Leadership and Teen Program 

Development. This role will focus on developing and coordinating 

statewide leadership initiatives, including the Virginia 4-H 

Ambassador programs, to empower youth as confident, capable 

leaders. The successful candidate will design innovative experiences 

that foster civic engagement, personal growth, and leadership 

development among youth.  

 

Associate Specialist, 4-H Program Development – Work and 

Life Readiness 

Click here for more information and to apply. 

Virginia 4-H is seeking an Associate Specialist to lead the strategic 

development, implementation, and integration of innovative youth 

programs that equip young people with the skills needed for success 

in life, work, and leadership. This position will play a central role in 

expanding the Beyond Ready initiative by designing comprehensive, 

research-informed program components that address career 

readiness, life skills, and personal development. The specialist will 

collaborate with Extension professionals and community partners to 

embed work and life readiness principles across the 4-H system, 

ensuring alignment with existing programs while fostering new, 

scalable models that meet the evolving needs of Virginia’s youth.  

Virginia 4-H is Hiring! 

http://www.hokiebugfest.org
http://www.facebook.com/hokiebugfest/
http://www.states4hexchange.com/
https://careers.pageuppeople.com/968/cw/en-us/job/534428/associate-specialist-leadership-and-teen-program-development
https://careers.pageuppeople.com/968/cw/en-us/job/534342/associate-specialist-4h-program-development-work-and-life-readiness
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Manassas, VA 20109  

PRINCE WILLIAM 

COUNTY 

Your Dedicated PWC 4-H Staff 

MaryBeth Lerch 
Extension Agent, 4-H 

mblerch@vt.edu 

703-792-4536 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Hardin 
4-H Youth Educator 

phardin@pwcva.gov 

 

DeeAnn Strand 
4-H Youth Educator 

dstrand@pwcva.gov 

 

 

 

Candi Helmlinger 
4-H Program Specialist,  

Newsletter 

chelmlinger@pwcva.gov 

Click  to Visit Online: 
Prince William 4-H 

Virginia State 4-H 

National 4-H 

PWC 4-H Resources 

National 4-H 
National 4-H Homepage 

 

Virginia 4-H 
VCE 4-H 

4-H Online Information 

The 4-H Foundation 

4-H All Stars 

STEM in Virginia 4-H 

 

Prince William 4-H 
PW 4-H Homepage 

PW 4-H Programs 

PW 4-H Camps 

PW 4-H Events & Calendar 

PW 4-H Document Center 

 

Portfolio Records 
Member Record 

Cloverbud Sheet 

Project Record Ages 9-10 

Project Record Ages 11-12 

Project Record Ages 13-15 

Project Record Ages 16-19 

 

Outstanding Member Form 

 

Prince William 4-H Member Record - President 

Prince William 4-H Member Record - Vice President 

2025-2026 PWC 4-H  

Association Officers 
 

Youth Officers 

Lexi Strand, President 

Tim Hirshey, Vice President 

Sarah Fox, Secretary 

Samantha Holmes, Treasurer 

Ayden Strand, Jr Fundraising Committee Chair 

 

Adult Officers 

Susan Wolf, President 

Alan Lerch, Vice President 

Shelby Kohn, Secretary 

Sydney Nguyen, Treasurer 

 

Committee Chairs 

Fundraising Committee - Shawn Clinger & Sarah Fox  

Recognition Committee - Alan Lerch 

Membership Committee - 4-H Staff 

CLICK HERE FOR 
THE PRINCE 
WILLIAM 4-H  

2024-2025 
CALENDAR 

mailto:mblerch@vt.edu
mailto:phardin@pwcva.gov
mailto:dstrand@pwcva.gov
mailto:chelmlinger@pwcva.gov?subject=PWC%204-H%20Member%20Question
https://www.pwcva.gov/4-H
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth.html
https://4-h.org/
https://4-h.org/
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/online.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/foundation.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/all-stars.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/stem-in-virginia-4h.html
https://www.pwcva.gov/4-H
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/4-h-programs
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/4-h-camps
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/4-h-events
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/pwc-4-h-document-center
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https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2021-08/Outstanding%20Member%20Form%20Updated.pdf
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