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October 29, 2025 

Green & Growing: PW 4-H Recognition Day 

From Cloverbuds to graduating seniors, Prince William 4-H came together 

for a lovely evening of celebration and reflection. We honored the 

dedication, growth, and achievements of our youth members and adult 

volunteers throughout the 2024-2025 program year. 

 

Families and friends gathered to recognize the incredible efforts of 4-H 

participants who competed at county, district, state, and even national levels. 

These accomplishments were thoughtfully documented in portfolios and 

project record books, showcasing the depth of learning and leadership 

cultivated across 4-H. 
 

It was a night filled with pride, gratitude, and inspiration - proof that in 4-H, 

every age and stage is worth celebrating.  For this week’s newsletter, we 

would like to feature just a few of the evening’s highlights with more details, 

photos, and link to the slideshow to come in next week’s news.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS to: 

• Volunteers of the Year: Sydney Nguyen and Mark Willey 

• Outstanding Members: Tim Hirshey, Ayden Strand, Lexi Strand, Bailey Dove, Grayson Dove, 
Owen LeeMichael Deroche, Adam Grant, Maria Konstanty, Simon Grahn, Josaphine Clinger, 

Ewan Peak, Allie Parker ,Sana Canny, Aaron Grant, John Sharpe, Jason Sharpe, Jacqueline Clinger, 

Charlotte Peak 

• Bernard Malo Scholarship Recipients: Alesha Moore, Tim Hirshey, and Lexi Strand 

• Newest 4-H All Stars from Prince William 4-H:  Cara Grahn, Lexi Strand, Tim Hirshey, 

and Aiden McDonald 

 

A HUGE 4-H THANK YOU to: 

• Families who contributed to the delicious ice cream bar and to our wonderful ice cream 

scoopers: Susan Wolfe, Jaime Parker, Cindy Murphy, and Kate Porokh.    

• Windy Knolls Farm for the use of the space for PW 4-H Recognition Day. 

• All families and friends that supported Prince William 4-H youth, behind the scenes as well as 

getting your hands “dirty” at events. 

• Our PW 4-H Club Leaders, Association Board, 

Committee Chairs, and all of those in leadership 

positions who pave the way for youth participation. 

• Our PW 4-H Club Officers, Association Youth Board, 

and all of those who took on leadership roles to 

promote  4-H. 

• And YOU for being you and working to raise up 

local youth as a BEYOND READY generation! 

 

More details and photos coming next week! 

PW 4-H’ers unable to attend the event, please pick up your record 

book or portfolio at 4-H Headquarters. 

Our Clubs, Our Community  

Prince William 4-H 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4DAAAF29A4FF2-59247773-engage
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4DAAAF29A4FF2-59247773-engage
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/4-h-youth-education-program
https://www.facebook.com/PWC4H/
https://www.instagram.com/pwc4h/
https://4honline.com/




CLUB REPORT 
Prince Wiliam 4-H 

Linton Hall 4-H Club 

October 2025. Linton Hall 4-H Club Kicks Off the New Year with Energy and Excitement!  
 
The Linton Hall 4-H Club is back and buzzing with excitement as they launched the new 4-H year with their first club meeting! With an 
amazing turnout of 39 enthusiastic members, this after-school favorite is clearly the place to be.  
 
At the kickoff meeting, members explored their interests and began planning for the year ahead. From cool projects to leadership 
opportunities, there's a lot in store! Officer elections are coming up soon, and project work is already in motion - so stay tuned for 
updates and ways to get involved. 
 
Whether you're into science, animals, art, or community service, 4-H has something for everyone. If you missed the first meeting, 
don’t worry—there’s still time to join the fun and make this year unforgettable! More details coming soon - so keep an eye out and get 
ready to grow, lead, and make awesome memories with Linton Hall 4-H! 

Thank you for your reports! The next 4-H club report is due Monday, November 3rd featuring  

Nokesville Equestrian 4-H Club and PHS Ruri-Teen 4-H Club. We look forward to learning about your club activities! 

 

 
Prince William 4-H 

CLUB REPORT DUE DATES 
 
 

1st Monday of Month (Nov 3) 
Nokesville Equestrian 4-H Club 

PHS Ruri-Teen 4-H Club 
 

2nd Monday (Nov 10) 
Kettle Run 4-H Club  

Benton Middle School Club 
 

3rd Monday (Nov 17) 
Trigger Time 4-H Club 

 
4th Monday (Nov 24) 
 Nokesville 4-H Club 
Linton Hall 4-H Club 

4-H CLUB REPORTS ARE DUE EACH MONTH TO PW 4-H HEADQUARTERS.  

 

CLUB REPORTER, HISTORIAN, OR SECRETARY should submit: 

• A short summary of what your club did this month (think: cool projects, community service, 

awards, shoutouts, etc.) 

• Any shoutouts or thank-yous to community supporters 

• Up to 6 photos with captions 

• Then sign your name, officer role, and your club name. 

• Email it to: chelmlinger@pwcva.gov and don’t forget to CC your adult club leader! 

 

YOUR CLUB IS AWESOME AND WE WANT TO KNOW MORE! 

• Help track your club’s journey all year long 

• Keep parents and the community in the loop 

• Show off your skills and teamwork 

• Might even help bring in new members or support! 

 

Plus, if you’re the 4-H Club Reporter, you’re building real-world skills like writing, time 

management, and leadership! Challenge yourself to learn AI by dropping your write up into Chat GPT 

and asking AI to “use the following information to write an engaging newsletter article for teens” or 

another similar prompt. 

mailto:chelmlinger@pwcva.gov


https://forms.gle/3doiLXXQ7tvh3mxc6


https://forms.gle/dQQcEHbPv7aVjZL18


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4DAAAF29A4FF2-59247773-engage


https://forms.gle/8SZvk9bb8zN4Gybm8


Participate in the National 4-H challenge with Prince William 4-H! All 
4-H’ers, family and friends are invited to meet us on  November 
16th at 2 PM at the updated Nokesville Park for a 2 mile hike along a 
beautiful nature trail. All ages and skill levels welcome!  
Click here for more details. 

^ 

Click here for 
details on 

Prince 
William 4-H’s 
hike on Nov 

16th! 

https://forms.gle/mh92ozLGQczUcUX47
https://forms.gle/mh92ozLGQczUcUX47
https://forms.gle/mh92ozLGQczUcUX47
https://forms.gle/mh92ozLGQczUcUX47
https://forms.gle/mh92ozLGQczUcUX47
https://forms.gle/mh92ozLGQczUcUX47
https://forms.gle/mh92ozLGQczUcUX47
https://forms.gle/mh92ozLGQczUcUX47


Click here to Sponsor a Wreath   |   Click here to Volunteer for Wreath Laying 

https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/social/VA0098P-PrinceWilliam4-HAssociation?Sid=19025%7C0%7C0%7C7
https://forms.gle/AppCWpX1tuQfHHhT6
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Virginia 4-H 2026 Youth in Action - DUE SUNDAY 

Who Should Apply: Virginia 4-H’ers ages 15 and up (as of January 1, 2025) 

Virginia 4-H Northeast Chapter Advisor: Carly Wright  carlymg@vt.edu 

Click here for the Virginia 4-H All Stars Youth Nomination Form.   

 

Virginia 4-H All Stars is the highest honor a Virginia 4-H’er can achieve. It is a service-based, volunteer-run 

group that gives back to 4-H and the community for life. Click here to learn more about Virginia 4-H All Stars.  

 

Dates to Remember 

Nov. 1, 2025 – Nominations Due 

Various Dates by Chapter – Chapter Review in locations near Camping Centers  
Early Jan. 2026 – State Review (in Goochland + virtual option) 

Feb. 8, 2026 – Voting at Midwinters Conference 

June 18, 2026 – Tapping Ceremony at 4-H Congress 

 

Record Keeping - A Critical Life Skill 

4-H’ers working towards becoming a Virginia 4-H All Star, record keeping is critical to success! Completing 4-H Project Records 

and annual 4-H Portfolios will help keep you on track. Documenting your 4-H Story takes time and attention to detail to ensure 

you receive full credit for your 4-H participation. If you aren’t ready to apply this year, be sure to review the application, start 

gathering documentation, and increase your participation in 4-H. The only thing keeping you from earning this recognition is YOU. 

How strong is your 4-H resume? 

Click here for the VA 4-H 2026 Youth in Action Guidelines.  

Click here for online application.  Applications due by Sunday, November 2nd.  

Who Should Appy: ALL Prince William 4-H’ers ages 15-18 with exceptional participation in 4-H 

 

The State 4-H Office is once again pleased to announce this exciting award opportunity for 4-H’ers 

across Virginia.  To provide a similar system to the National 4-H Youth in Action Awards, and to 

encourage high quality applications for the national awards, the State 4-H Office established the 

Virginia 4-H Youth in Action Awards Program in 2019.  The nomination process is now open for our 

Class of 2026 Youth in Action winners. 

  
This year’s process is similar to last year in that the youth themselves may apply directly for the 

award.  However, they are still required to obtain a letter of reference from their Extension Agent 

(or the VCE professional responsible for 4-H in their Unit).  We hope that this will increase 

participation in the program, while still ensuring that youth interact with their Extension Office.  

   

Youth may recommend themselves for consideration in one or more of the pillar areas of Agriculture, Civic Engagement, Healthy 

Living, and STEM.  One pillar winner will be chosen from each area.  In keeping with the national award 

system, there will no long be an overall winner chosen from the pillar winners.  Any 4-H member in 

Virginia ages 15-18 is eligible to be nominated. Previous winners are not eligible, but a nominee that was 

not selected in a previous year may apply again (and they are encouraged to do so). 

  

Each of the four winners will receive: 

• A $500 mini-grant to their Unit to develop a significant community project. 

• Recognition at An Evening with Virginia 4-H on January 21, 2026 

• A full scholarship to attend Virginia 4-H State Congress June 16-19, 2026, in Blacksburg, VA. 

• An opportunity to be featured as the Virginia 4-H Youth Spokesperson for their pillar area. 

• An opportunity to represent Virginia 4-H at one or more national events for their pillar area. 

• Support and mentorship to apply for the 2027 National 4-H Youth in Action Awards. 

   

Please note that all of the questions that are asked on the online submission form are contained in the guidelines.  

Virginia 4-H 2026 All Stars Applications - DUE SATURDAY 

Prince William 4-H 
2021 VA 4-H YIA Winner 

2021 National YIA Finalist 

mailto:carlymg@vt.edu?subject=Virginia%204-H%20All%20Stars
https://ext.vt.edu/content/dam/ext_vt_edu/topics/4h-youth/all-stars/files/20%20Virginia%204-H%20All%20Star%20Nomination%20Form.docx
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/all-stars.html
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2025-10/2026%20Virginia%20Youth%20in%20Action%20Guidelines.pdf
https://forms.gle/sMm6VhKCidCFZCED7


Thomas Bolles is technically the Extension Agent for VCE ANR - Prince William, but 

our PW 4-H’ers know him as our beloved green thumb volunteer that taught us milk 

jug gardening and more. He was recently quoted in Better Homes and Gardens about 

winterizing your vegetable garden. Check out his tips here: https://www.bhg.com/how-

to-winterize-vegetable-garden-11814469. We’re so lucky to have volunteer experts in-

house to guide us in the 4-H Pillar of Agriculture!  

Date: Tuesday, November 4th 

Location: Rockingham County 

Time:  10:00 AM - Registration 

 10:30 AM - Contest Begins 

 12:00 PM - Lunch and Awards  

Fees: $50/team, $15/alternate (Lunch is included 

for team members and coach registration fee in 

registration fee. Additional adults are $15.)  

 

Click here for more information and to register. Register by 
Nov 1st. 

Click here for the 2025 Soil Judging Guide. 

Click here for the Virginia Soil Judging Score Card. 

 

Soil is one of Virginia’s basic natural resources. Students will be 

given 20 to 30 minutes per site to complete their score sheets, 

demonstrating their knowledge of soil features, landscape factors, 

inferred features, agricultural management, and land use 

interpretations. 

PW 4-H Expert Volunteer Shares Gardening Tips 

VA 4-H State/FFA Soils Judging Contest 

VA 4-H Horse Ambassadors - DUE FRIDAY 

Click here for more information and application 

link. Applications due Oct 31st.  

The Virginia 4-H Horse Ambassador Program 

application for the 2025-2026 cohort is now 

open. The Horse Ambassador Program utilizes 

senior youth who are enrolled members of 4-H 

to grow in their leadership skills, assist with state level events, and 

publicly represent the Virginia 4-H Horse Program at industry level 

events. This year, ambassadors attended 4-H Day at the Capitol, 

where they saw legislation in action and were able to visit with the VA 
4-H Youth Livestock Ambassadors. They also had a visit to the 

Meadow Event Park for a tour of Secretariat’s birthplace. Ambassadors 

assisted at the Block and Bridle Horse Weekend, Equismartz, State 4-

H Congress, and the Rockingham Coop Equine Expo. Furthermore, 

youth in this program must secure volunteer hours within their unit or 

district in providing assistance at local events, helping to create or 

produce programs with their 4-H agent, or more.  

 

Applicants must submit an application and have ONE reference (click 

here for reference form) submitted by email to Hunter Liles prior to 

the deadline to be considered.  
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Who can participate: youth 

age 9 - 13 as of Jan 1, 2025 

Contest Goal: Create an eye 

appealing, educational poster 

that showcases how agriculture 

is displayed and shared at your fair. 

Click here for more information and to enter. Entry form 

is due by Nov 1st. CASH PRIZES awarded to THE TOP 3 

POSTERS and will be recognized during the VAF Gala! 

VA Assoc of Fairs Ag It Up! Youth Poster Contest  

https://www.bhg.com/how-to-winterize-vegetable-garden-11814469
https://www.bhg.com/how-to-winterize-vegetable-garden-11814469
https://vaffa.org/soils
https://vaffa.org/docs/2025%20Soil%20Judging%20in%20Virginia_88962.pdf
https://vaffa.org/docs/New%20Soils%20Score%20Sheet_67265.pdf
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/horse/programs/horse-ambassadors.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/horse/programs/horse-ambassadors.html
https://ext.vt.edu/content/dam/ext_vt_edu/topics/4h-youth/horse/events/state-horse-show/files/2023/Ambassador%20Reference%20Form.pdf
https://ext.vt.edu/content/dam/ext_vt_edu/topics/4h-youth/horse/events/state-horse-show/files/2023/Ambassador%20Reference%20Form.pdf
mailto:huntl97@vt.edu
https://forms.gle/XsRbpmoe2iBbXyUX8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBv46NxPGys5H-bWwOETu-c7JxnWgS8DgrPR8SXGIL0Kq3kQ/viewform
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Click here to watch the Awards Presentation. 

 
Congratulations to all that participated in the Virginia 4-H state 

livestock competitions at the State Fair of Virginia! Awards were 

presented on Monday, October 20th, but all are invited to watch 

the recording and celebrate our outstanding 4-H’ers. Awards in-

cluded a review of the promotional contests, Skill-a-thons, Premi-

ere Exhibitor, Champion Market Animal Carcasses, and more.  

 
Prince William 4-H’ers - this is a terrific opportunity to learn more 

about the ag opportunities across Virginia! 

Click here to take the quiz. 

 

Ever wondered what makes you a 4‑H superhero? Take our quick and fun quiz to find out. Everyone 

has a 4‑H superpower. What's yours?  

 

PW 4-H’ers - this is a fun tool! Results could be used to begin your 4-H Story, your 

personal statement on applications and resumes, and more! 

State Fair Youth Livestock Skillathon, Premier Exhibitor, 

Promotional Display, and Carcass Data/Contest Results  

Your 4‑H Superpower Awaits - Take the Quiz to Reveal It  

National 4-H AI Challenge  

The 4-H AI in Agriculture Challenge invites youth to explore how artificial intelligence can solve 

real-world agricultural problems. Participants will identify a challenge within the agriculture indus-

try and design an innovative AI-based solution. Students will showcase how technology can en-

hance the future of farming. This challenge empowers youth to think critically, apply STEM con-

cepts, and imagine a better agricultural future powered by AI.  

 

This fall’s theme is “How can AI help solve problems in agriculture?” From improving crop yields and reducing food 

waste to supporting sustainability and innovation, youth can explore how artificial intelligence can help grow a better future for 

agriculture. 

  
This AI challenge is a great opportunity to prepare for the Presidential AI Challenge which is currently accepting submissions. 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 

Challenge Opens: October 1, 2025 

Deadline to Submit Projects: November 15, 2025 

Awards Announced: During Computer Science Education Week (Dec 8–14) 

Presidential AI Challenge: January 20th, 2026 

  

AGE CATEGORIES & AWARDS 

Ages 13–15 and 16–18 

National winners receive $500 (1st), $400 (2nd), and $300 (3rd) in each category. 

  

Projects may build on previous AI challenge work if updates or enhancements are included. 

  

LEARN MORE AND SUBMIT PROJECTS 

https://events.projectboard.world/4HAIinAg   

https://virginiatech-my.sharepoint.com/personal/huntl97_vt_edu/_layouts/15/stream.aspx
https://4-h.typeform.com/superpowerquiz
https://events.projectboard.world/4HAIinAg


https://www.pwcva.gov/4-H/


 

8033 Ashton Ave, #105, 
Manassas, VA 20109  

PRINCE WILLIAM 

COUNTY 

Your Dedicated PWC 4-H Staff 

MaryBeth Lerch 
Extension Agent, 4-H 

mblerch@vt.edu 

703-792-4536 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Hardin 
     4-H Youth Educator 

     phardin@pwcva.gov 

DeeAnn Strand 
     4-H Youth Educator 

     dstrand@pwcva.gov 

Candi Helmlinger 
     4-H Program Specialist,  

     Newsletter 

     chelmlinger@pwcva.gov 

Click  to Visit Online: 
Prince William 4-H 

Virginia State 4-H 

National 4-H 

PWC 4-H Resources 

National 4-H 
National 4-H Homepage 

 

Virginia 4-H 
VCE 4-H 

4-H Online Information 

The 4-H Foundation 

4-H All Stars 

STEM in Virginia 4-H 

 

Prince William 4-H 
PW 4-H Homepage 

PW 4-H Programs 

PW 4-H Camps 

PW 4-H Events & Calendar 

PW 4-H Document Center 

 

Portfolio Records 
Member Record 

Cloverbud Sheet 

Project Record Ages 9-10 

Project Record Ages 11-12 

Project Record Ages 13-18 

 

Prince William 4-H Member Record - President 

Prince William 4-H Member Record - Vice President 

Prince William 4-H Member Record - Officer 

 

Prince William 4-H Documents & Resources 

2025-2026 PWC 4-H  

Association Officers 
 

Youth Officers 

Lexi Strand, President 

Tim Hirshey, Vice President 

Sarah Fox, Secretary 

Samantha Holmes, Treasurer 

Ayden Strand, Jr Fundraising Committee Chair 

 

Adult Officers 

Susan Wolf, President 

Alan Lerch, Vice President 

Shelby Kohn, Secretary 

Sydney Nguyen, Treasurer 

 

Committee Chairs 

Fundraising Committee - Shawn Clinger & Sarah Fox  

Recognition Committee - Alan Lerch 

Membership Committee - 4-H Staff 

CLICK HERE FOR 
THE PRINCE 
WILLIAM 4-H  

2025-2026 
CALENDAR 

mailto:mblerch@vt.edu
mailto:phardin@pwcva.gov
mailto:dstrand@pwcva.gov
mailto:chelmlinger@pwcva.gov?subject=PWC%204-H%20Member%20Question
https://www.pwcva.gov/4-H
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth.html
https://4-h.org/
https://4-h.org/
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/online.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/foundation.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/all-stars.html
https://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/stem-in-virginia-4h.html
https://www.pwcva.gov/4-H
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/4-h-programs
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/4-h-camps
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/4-h-events
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/pwc-4-h-document-center
https://pwcva.gov/assets/2021-08/Portfolio%20Member%20Record%202007.pdf
https://pwcva.gov/assets/2021-08/Cloverbud%20Sheet.pdf
https://pwcva.gov/assets/2021-08/Project%20Record%20Ages%2009-10.pdf
https://pwcva.gov/assets/2021-08/Project%20Record%20Ages%2011-12.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2025-10/PW%204-H%20Project%20Record%20Book%20-%20Seniors.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2023-11/PW4-H%20Record%20Book%20-%20President.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2023-11/PW4-H%20Record%20Book%20-%20Vice%20President.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2023-11/PW4-H%20Record%20Book%20-%20Officer.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/virginia-cooperative-extension/pwc-4-h-document-center/
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2025-09/2025-2026%20PW%204-H%20Calendar%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2025-09/2025-2026%20PW%204-H%20Calendar%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2025-09/2025-2026%20PW%204-H%20Calendar%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2025-09/2025-2026%20PW%204-H%20Calendar%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2025-09/2025-2026%20PW%204-H%20Calendar%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf

