Prince William County
Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) Program
Eligibility Criteria

I. Program Authority
The Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) Program is established pursuant to § 10.1-1700 et seq. of the Code of Virginia and Chapter 32.1 of the Prince William County Code. The program enables the voluntary acquisition of open-space easements to preserve agricultural lands, forestal lands, environmentally sensitive areas, and rural character within the County.

II. General Eligibility Requirements
To be eligible for participation in the Prince William County PDR Program, a property must meet all of the following criteria:
1. Minimum Acreage Requirement
· The property must consist of no less than twenty (20) acres,
OR
· Be included in a batch of contiguous parcels where the combined total acreage is no less than twenty (20) acres.
2. Comprehensive Plan Land Use Designation
The property (or batch) must be wholly designated in one of the following land use classifications on the Long-Range Land Use Map of the Prince William County Comprehensive Plan:
· Agriculture and Forestry (AF)
· Parks and Open Space (POS)
· Occoquan Reservoir Protection Area (ORPA)
· County Registered Historic Site (CRHS)
Properties that are partially located outside of these designations are not eligible unless the portion outside the designation is excluded and the remaining area independently satisfies all eligibility requirements.
3. Subdivision Capability
The property must be capable of qualifying for subdivision for residential uses without approval from the Board of County Supervisors.
If a property is not eligible for subdivision under the County Code without Board approval, it is not eligible for the PDR Program.
4. Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
The proposed use of the property as permanent open space must conform to the Comprehensive Plan in effect at the time of application.
5. Exclusion of Previously Restricted Lands
If any portion of the property is currently reserved or set aside for open space, passive recreation, or similar purposes pursuant to:
· Proffers
· Special Use Permits (SUPs)
· Variances
· Ordinances
· Other regulatory requirements
That portion must be excluded from the evaluation process.
If exclusion renders the remaining property ineligible under the minimum acreage or other requirements, the application may not proceed unless the remaining property independently meets all criteria.
6. Permitted Uses and Structures
No uses or structures may be located upon the property other than those permitted under the deed of open-space easement.
The easement must permanently restrict residential density consistent with the ordinance.
7. Voluntary Participation
Participation in the PDR Program is entirely voluntary.
Any open-space easement acquired through this program must be voluntarily offered by the property owner.



III. Application Requirements
To be considered eligible for review, applicants must:
· Submit an application on the form prescribed by the Program Administrator.
· Ensure the application is signed by the property owner(s).
· Pay the application fee as established by the Board of County Supervisors.
· Provide supporting documentation as required, which may include:
· Deeds
· Surveys
· Mortgages
· Deeds of trust
· Liens
· Title reports
· Other legal instruments
Applications must be received at the designated location by the close of business on the last day of an open application period.

IV. Batch Applications
Owners of contiguous parcels may submit a single application as a batch.
Batch applications must:
· Include only contiguous parcels;
· Be signed by all property owners; and
· Meet the minimum 20-acre requirement in aggregate.

V. Evaluation of Eligibility
The Program Administrator shall:
1. Review each application to determine whether eligibility criteria are met.
2. Determine whether the application is complete.
3. Notify applicants of incomplete submissions and required additional information.
4. Apply the ranking system only after eligibility and completeness are confirmed.
If a lot, or portion thereof, fails to meet eligibility requirements, it shall not be considered for inclusion in the PDR Program.

VI. Reapplication
Owners of properties not selected for purchase may reapply during any future open application period.

VII. Final Authority
Meeting eligibility requirements does not guarantee purchase of development rights.
The Board of County Supervisors retains sole authority to determine which development rights and open-space easements will be purchased, subject to available funding.

