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THE TAYLOE FAMILY IRON PLANTATIONS 

After emigrating from Gloucester, England, William Tayloe developed land in the Northern 

Neck counties of Lancaster and Richmond. He founded a wealthy and influential Virginia 

family. His son, John Tayloe I, acquired land in the 1730s for the Neabsco Ironworks which 

became a significant industrial enterprise in colonial Prince William County. It was a key 

supplier of ironware to both local and international markets and produced raw pig iron for 

foundries during the Revolutionary War and War of 1812. Three generations of the Tayloe 

family gradually expanded the ironworks operation with supporting enterprises to include 

water powered grist mills, taverns, fisheries, a shipyard, and a fleet of vessels for shipping 

raw materials and goods on the Potomac River. Their land holdings grew to approximately 

20,000 acres, much of it worked by large numbers of enslaved people. During the 1820s 

the ironworks struggled to operate profitably and closed shortly after the death of John 

Tayloe Ill in 1828. 
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