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THE NEED TO ALIGN PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN WITH THE 
MWCOG REGIONAL PLAN TO REDUCE GHG EMISSIONS AND INCREASE 
SUSTAINABILITY
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Regional Activity Centers are the locations that will accommodate the majority of 
metropolitan Washington's future growth and play a central role in achieving the 
Region Forward Vision’s prosperity, sustainability, accessibility, and livability goals. 
They include existing urban centers, priority growth areas, traditional towns, and 
transit hubs.

The idea of concentrating growth in Activity Centers was considered a visionary 
goal when it was proposed in the Transportation Planning Board’s Vision in 1998. 
Today, after years of promotion and cooperation by area leaders, the concept of 
Activity Centers is widely embraced throughout the region, and they are used as 
selection criteria for a variety of grants administered by COG and the TPB. The 
current Activity Centers Map, developed by COG and local planning departments, 
was based on the COG Round 10.0 Cooperative Forecast and approved by the COG 
Board of Directors in 2025.
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Prince William County currently has 24 of what they call activity centers and another
nine “Small Area Plans.” Many of these create high-density nodes far from high-capacity
transit. In order to avoid confusion and do a better job of concentrating new residential
growth around high-capacity transit, we need to start by having definitions of “high-
capacity transit” and “Activity Center” in common with MWCOG and other localities.
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