
Using Study Circles 

to Address Neighborhood

Issues and Revitalization Projects



A Neighborhood Study Circle . . . 
 Is a diverse group of about 15 participants who 

meet for respectful and productive conversations.

 Is led by trained facilitators who keep members 
safe and the dialogue on track.

 Begins with people getting to know one another, 
looks at a problem from many points of view, 
explores solutions, and develops ideas for action 
and change.

 Helps the neighborhood connect dialogue to 
action and change.



Sessions Build on Each Other

Share Information About Our 
Cultures and Backgrounds

Session 2

Discuss Different Opinions on Neighborhood Issues 

Session 3

Discuss Different Opinions on Neighborhood Issues 
(include data)

Session 4

Create Action Plan for Next Step

Session 6



Expected Outcomes

 Awareness
 Relationships across 

groups
 Collective Action
 Neighborhood 

Change



Here’s how it works

Organize Dialogue

Set 
Goals

Facilitator 
Training

Plan 
for 

Action

Recruit 
Participants 

and 
Facilitators

Action 
Forum

Action

Work On 
ActionsKick 

Off



To get involved contact:
 Cindy Brookshire, Director

Prince William Study Circles 703-361-6941

 www.pwsc.org


