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Comments:
1.) Flowers are produced on new (current season) wood
2.) Flowers are produced on wood from past season, pruning while dormant will reduce flowers
3.) Make pruning cuts well below diseased wood (fire blight) – disinfect shears between cuts
4.) Remove old stems to ground yearly to renew
5.) Midseason shear if a formal hedge is desired
6.) Do not cut into old wood that has no leaves or needles
7.) Spring/summer prune to remove azalea caterpillars and galls
8.) Fall/early winter pruning can reduce winter hardiness
9.) Snap candles (new growth) in half when needles are 1/2 to 2/3 their normal mature length

naJ beF raM rpA yaM nuJ luJ guA peS tcO voN ceD stnemmoC

ailebA ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,1

gnirewolF,dnomlA ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,2

eativrobrA ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 6

abucuA ❦ ❦ 2

suoudiceD,aelazA ❦ ❦ ❦ 2

neergrevE,aelazA ❦ ❦ ❦ 7,2

suoudiceD,yrrebraB ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,2

neergrevE,yrrebraB ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,2

yrrebyaB ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦
yrrebytuaeB ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 1
hsubytuaeB
)aiztiwkloK( ❦ ❦ 4,2

doowxoB ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 5

)susityC(moorB ❦ ❦ 2

A GUIDE TO SUCCESSFUL PRUNING
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Where no  or timing is not critical

=  Best time to prune

X = Do not prune except to correct damage,
hazards or  structural defects

❦

❦



naJ beF raM rpA yaM nuJ luJ guA peS tcO voN ceD stnemmoC

hsub-ylfrettuB ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

esenapaJ,aillemaC ❦ ❦ ❦ 2

auqnasaS,aillemaC ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

)xetiV(eertetsahC ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

)sunurP(lerualyrrehC ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 5

teewsremmuS,arhtelC ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

suoudiceD,retsaenotoC ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 3

neergrevE,retsaenotoC ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 3

eltryMeparC ❦ ❦ ❦ 8,1

,enhpaD retniWrotnargarF ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 2

aiztueD ❦ ❦ 4,2

giwtdeR,doowgoD ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,1

ynrohT,sungaelE ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦
suoudiceD,sumynouE ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦
neergrevE,sumynouE ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 5

aihtysroF ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,2

alligrehtoF ❦ ❦ ❦ 2

ainedraG ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

kcitSgniklaWsÕreduaLyrraH ❦ ❦ ❦ 2

aehtlA,norahS-fo-esoR,sucsibiH ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

suoudiceD,ylloH ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

neergrevE,ylloH ❦ ❦ 5,2

elkcusyenoH ❦ ❦ ❦ 5,4,2

gnimoolb-gnirpS,aegnardyH ❦ ❦ 2

gnimoolb-remmuS,aegnardyH ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

trowsnhoJ.tS,mucirepyH ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

)sipeloihpaR(nrohtwaHnaidnI ❦ ❦ ❦ 2

retniW,enimsaJ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 2

repinuJ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 6

)rewolfebolG(airreK ❦ ❦ 4,2

eohtocueL ❦ ❦ 4

caliL ❦ ❦ 4,2

ylloheparGnogerO,ainohaM ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,2

egnarokcoM ❦ ❦
4,2



naJ beF raM rpA yaM nuJ luJ guA peS tcO voN ceD stnemmoC
lerual-niatnuoM

)aimlaK( ❦ ❦ 2

anidnaN ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,1
ylloH,suhtnamsO ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 5,1

hsublraeP ❦ ❦ 2
ainitohP ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 5

sireiP ❦ ❦ ❦ 2
oguM,eniP ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 9
muropsottiP ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦

suoudiceD,tevirP
)murtsugiL( ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 5

neergrevE,tevirP
)murtsugiL( ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 5

allitnetoP ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,1
ahtnacaryP ❦ ❦ 3,2

ecniuQ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,2
nordnedodohR ❦ ❦ 2

esoR ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,3,1
yrrebecivreS ❦ ❦ ❦
eerTekomS ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 1

-gnirpS,aeripS
gnimoolb ❦ ❦ 2

-remmuS,aeripS
gnimoolb ❦ ❦ 1

camuS ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,1
aniloraC,burhsteewS

ecipsllA ❦ ❦ 1

.diceD,munrubiV ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,2
.rgrevE,munrubiV ❦ ❦ 2

alegieW ❦ ❦ ❦ 4,2
yssuP,wolliW ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 2

lezahhctiW ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 2
weY ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 5

Exceptions:
1.) Timing varies across USDA climate zones - zones within Virginia range from 8a in the Virginia Beach area to 5b along the West Virginia border
2.) Prune anytime to correct vandalism damage and hazards created by equipment or weather
3.) Hedges maintained formally (tight shapes) require more pruning than hedges maintained informally (in their natural form)


